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labour of the week. Neither, it seems, does he attach much
importance to ecclesiastical observances and ceremonies.
For instance, he is not an assiduous church-goer; at least
he has not been so, either in Berlin or.Varzin, for many
years past, as far as the author of this work has been able
to ascertain by personal experience and enquiry. True,
Hesekiel says : " The Chancellor and the members of his
household attend the neighbouring Trinity Church, in which
he was once confirmed (by Schleiermacher, according to
the same authority). He receives the Holy Communion
from the hand of Consistorial-Councillor Souchon, who
confirmed all his children in turn. When Bismarck is pre-
vented by indisposition from attending Divine Service in
public, he likes to have it privately performed for himself
and his family by a young clergyman." The author of this
work cannot say to what period reference is made in the
above statement

One of the reasons why the Chancellor but seldom hears
a sermon or joins in the congregational singing of his
parish church (he takes the sacrament regularly twice a
year) may be most aptly expressed by the proverb " Serve
your master first, and God next." "In my life" he wrote
to his sister in July 1865 " there is so much that must be
done, that I am seldom able to do as I please." " I have
so much to do that I could wish every day was six or seven
hours longer than it is," he observed to me once at
Versailles; and this remark applies to later times as well,
notably to the months he is accustomed to pass in Berlin
year after year. He has little leisure for church-going, and
none for theatres, concerts, art-exhibitions and court festi-
vities. Perhaps too, he thinks that by serving his master
in matters of importance he serves God; for, as we have
already seen, he regards his mundane mission as work